The Tempest 

Points to ponder:

What is a ‘romance’? How is it different from the early comedies?

Tempest and colonialism – is the historical/contextual knowledge necessary?

Prospero and the playwright/ruler – compare with the Duke in Measure for Measure

The masque – what is a masque? What are the implications of having a masque in the play?

Would you agree that this is Shakespeare’s ‘farewell to theatre’?
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