Twelfth Night

Points to ponder:

Structure – how many storylines do we get? Why?

Disguise – what does identity mean for ‘Cesario’? For Viola?

Deception – its many uses (think in terms of Malvolio’s fate as well as that of Viola/Cesario’s frolics). 

Love – think of the various forms, between friends, lovers, masters and servants. 

Consider both the possible homosexual and heterosexual passions that the brother-and-sister duo, Viola and Sebastian, seem to invite.

Compare with the presentation of love in A Midsummer Night’s Dream

Social hierarchy – why are there so many references to social positions and social mobility in a play ostensibly about ‘love’?

The role of the fool.

‘Fooling’ the Puritan – Malvolio’s punishment.
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