Richard II

Points to ponder:

Models of kingship in the play – what are the alternatives to the Divine Right of Kings? How is ‘power’ perceived to operate?

Staging majesty – the relationships between blood, worth, and performance

Writing about England – the risks of telling “ sad stories of the death of kings”. Use this to explore larger questions of the play’s intervention in its contemporary political context, for instance, the use of Richard II on the eve of the Essex rebellion and Elizabeth I’s famous comment, “ I am Richard II, know ye not that?”

The themes of blood, duty, treason

The images of the mirror, the crown, of clothing

Language: compare the language and rhetoric given to Richard to that of Bolingbroke. What are the differences? Why? [It might be interesting to think of W.B.Yeats’ description of Richard II as the ‘unripened Hamlet’ in this connection.]
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