A Midsummer Night’s Dream

Points to ponder:

Think of these issues with reference to the play and try to identify passages, speeches and imagery that may be relevant to discussions of these ideas. Also see how relationships among these ideas map out – for instance, think of the ways in which closed eyes (a physical lack of sight), and delusion (another kind of lack of sight) may tie in with the ways in which imagination (is it insight or delusion?) operates in the play.

Genre (comedy – is it all about happy endings?)

Representation of relationships (parent-child, ruler-subject, friends, lovers, husband and wife)

The natural and the supernatural

Imagination and wonder

Sight, illusion, delusion

The play-within-the-play
Suggested reading:

Some of the best-known pieces of scholarly work on A Midsummer Night’s Dream are given below. Try to explore as many of these as you can, and browse the library for more. Among journals, do make a habit of browsing through the Shakespeare Survey for this and subsequent weeks. Many other journals are available online through JSTOR (www.jstor.org), which is accessible from computers within the University. However, a word of warning: as always, treat all non-academic internet resources with caution. 
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