Measure for Measure

Points to ponder:

The ‘problem’ with ‘problem comedy’ – issues of genre

Problems of structure – relationship between the multiple storylines

The Duke’s role as playwright/director

Angelo, Isabella, and the theme of temptation

The ‘bed-trick’ – just a plot-device, or a way to raise questions about the themes at the core of the play – about sexuality, about socio-political power, about the manipulation inherent in both?

Suggested reading:

See the usual suspects – the volumes on the play in the Casebooks and New Casebooks series, as well as specialist journals such as Shakespeare Survey and journal articles available through JSTOR (www.jstor.org).
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