Henry IV: Part 1 and II

Points to ponder:

As in Richard II – examine the models of kingship presented in the plays. Could one see a particular political theory taking shape?

The themes of riot and festivity

Falstaff – what does he represent for the state? For the audience? For Henry himself?

The themes of honour, blood and duty.

The use of locale – if the English histories are a way of ‘writing England,’ representing the English nation, what role does Shakespeare’s treatment of the worlds of the court and the tavern play in that project?
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