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PARTICIPANT INFORMATION SHEET
Study title:
Colour Appearance: observer variability and the effect of ambient illumination
Researchers: Dr Sophie Wuerger (Principal Investigator) 


Dr Chenyang Fu (Research Assistant)

You are being invited to participate in a research study. Before you decide whether to participate, it is important for you to understand why the research is being done and what it will involve. Please take time to read the following information carefully and feel free to ask us if you would like more information or if there is anything that you do not understand. Please also feel free to discuss this with your friends and relatives if you wish. We would like to stress that you do not have to accept this invitation and should only agree to take part if you want to.

Thank you for reading this.

Purpose of study

The aim of this study is understand whether observers perceive colours differently. For example, a coloured patch which looks unique red to one person, may or may not look the same way for another person. We want to assess the variability between observers in relation to such colour appearance judgements. The second aim is to understand how colour appearance changes when the ambient illumination changes (day light, office light etc).
Why have I been chosen to take part?
You are being asked to participate because you are a person with normal vision.  We are hoping to have 200 observers.

Do I have to take part?
Participation in the experiment is voluntary, and should you agree to participate you are free to withdraw at any point during the experimental session.
What will happen if I take part?

If you decide to take part, you will be asked to attend one experimental session lasting altogether about 1.5 hours. The experiment is divided in three sections, each lasting about 20 minutes.  During that time you will be asked to sit in front of a computer monitor and will be shown a series of experimental ‘trials’.  
At a particular trial, an annulus consisting of ten coloured patches will be displayed on a mid-grey background on a calibrated monitor screen. You will be asked to make simple colour judgements, e.g. you are asked to select that patch that contains no red and no green.  To investigate the influence of ambient light on the perceived colours,  the experiment will be carried out under three different viewing conditions (dark; cool white fluorescent stimulator, typical office viewing environment; D65 stimulator, CIE standard daylight).

The experiment will be run by the researcher, Chenyang Fu, and will take place in the Vision Laboratory in the School of Psychology (Room 1.58, Eleanor Rathbone Building).
Payments
Observers will receive £20 for participating in the experiment. 
Are there any risks in taking part?
There are no known physical or mental risks associated with this type of experimental work.  However, should you feel any discomfort, you should inform the experimenter and if necessary, the procedure will be terminated.

Are there any benefits in taking part?

There are no intended benefits in taking part in the experiment.

What if I am unhappy or if there is a problem?

If you are unhappy, or if there is a problem, please feel free to let us know by contacting Dr. Sophie Wuerger (s.m.wuerger@liverpool.ac.uk) and we will try to help. If you remain unhappy or have a complaint which you feel you cannot come to us with then you should contact the Research Governance Officer on 0151 794 8290 (ethics@liv.ac.uk). When contacting the Research Governance Officer, please provide details of the name or description of the study (so that it can be identified), the researcher(s) involved, and the details of the complaint you wish to make.

Will my participation be kept confidential?

Your responses on the computer will be stored and later analysed.  The data will be anonymised and no personal identifying data will be stored.  Only the principal investigator and student researcher will have access to the data, which will be stored on their personal computers.  This experiment is part of an on-going series and the data will be kept for no longer than five years.
Will my taking part be covered by an insurance scheme?
Participants taking part in a University of Liverpool ethically approved study will have cover.

What will happen to the results of the study?

The results of the present study may be published at a future date in an academic journal.  You may request that the Principal Investigator contact you at a later date to inform you about accessing published data.  No one participating in the study will be identifiable in any resulting publications.

What will happen if I want to stop taking part?

You may withdraw at any time without having to give a reason.  If you decide to withdraw before completing the experiment, any data collected will not be used and will be electronically deleted.
Who can I contact if I have further questions?

Please address any immediate concerns or questions to the student researcher.  If, after having completed the experiment, you have any further questions please contact the Principal investigator:

Dr. Sophie Wuerger,

School of Psychology,

University of Liverpool,

Eleanor Rathbone Building,

Bedford Street South,

Liverpool

L69 &ZA

0151 794 2173
s.m.wuerger@liverpool.ac.uk
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