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Overview

The blog tool can be used to support individual or group student projects or
as a communication tool within a VITAL module.

To add a blog to a VITAL module

(Substitute the following action for using Campus Pack Journal if you want
to create a provide journal for each student within a module etc.)

Login to VITAL and go your module.

Select a Content Area e.g. Sessions/ Resources.

Set the Edit Mode to ‘On.’

Click on the Add Interactive Tool button and select the Campus
Pack blog link:
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E] How to guides: blogs

Build Content I Add Interactive Tool % | Assign Textbook ¥

s Distussion oudid
Folder empty » Journal

¥ Groups

» Chat

» C3D Library Search Tool

» G50 5085 KS0LLogin
Link

» LLISID Page Link Creator
» Sign-up List

»find it @ liverpoal
Journals

#find it @ liverpoal
e-books

» TurnitinUk Assignment
» Reading List

» Questionmark
Perception Assessment
Schedule

3 I"‘.ﬂmpur_‘. Park Wiki
» Campus Pack Blog
» Campus Pack Journal

» Campus Pack Podcast

5. Click on the New option, and then click on the Submit button:

?LIJJ Campus Pack - Create New or Linked Blog

[Cancel | suomi
i Create New Blog or Add Link

& Mew
¥ Link iu existing Blog
Demanstration Blog tecl

2. |
[Garcl| [ svomi |

6. Give the blog a title and a description. For example:
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0000 Blog

pr A completely blank blog

Title  Module blog 2

Description B 7 U a ¥ |:

1
11
x

123

7. Assignment Type will let you add a class, group or individual blog.
For this exercise, click on the Class option:

Assignment Type @ Class - The whole class works on a single cop
Group - Each course group works on their o
Individual - Each individual works on his or her o

If you want students NOT to be able to see one another’s responses,
please select Individual.

8. You will also see options to add a column to the Grade Centre - this is
a useful option if you want to grade student contributions etc.

Important: you will need to add this option if you intend to assess this blog
electronically at this stage as you cannot retrospectively add this option
once the blog has been set up.

Create Grade Book Entry [¥
You can access the Grade Center via the "Assessment” link

Entry Name  padule blog

Points Possible 4

Display Grades to [
Students

9. Then click on the Add button to create the blog.

This will create a blank new blog:
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Alerts (1)

T
-

Module blog Subscribe  Expot  Settings  Permissions  Widgets
Viaitle to: Demonsiration medube: toch &
Tasiliting (Pl 20 1-madubs) — Evafysae.
thid Bleg b i5g yo 808 rGuind 15 30 aRead of the
Y B

There are no entries in this blog.
You can customize the appearance under Seftings, above,

This blog is shared with- Demonstration module: tools & facilities (Paul201-module) - Everyone. You can change this under
Permissions, abave.

Administrator Portal ~ Print Help v

Assessment  Attachments  Recycle

Add New Entry
CETTTTa—) ]

Tags
Ho tags

Calendar

December 2010
s m t w t f s
1 2 3 4
5 6 7T & 9 10 N
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 2 23 24 25
26 2T 2 29 30 N

Movember January 2011
Latest Activity
Nick Bunyan crealed the

conbent ilem. 1 second ago

View all actiity
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Change the look & feel of a blog

1. Click on the Settings link at the top of the blog page:

Alerts (1) Administrat
1 Module blOg Subscribe  Export  Settings  Permissions  Widgets  Assessmer|
' Vigible fo: Demeonstration module: tools &
‘ fadlities (Paul201-module) = Everyone

Please use this blog to discuss the reading you sre requried to do shead of the
weekly saminar,

4

There are no entries in this blog

You can customize the appearance under Seffings, above E

This blog is shared with: Demonstration module: tools & facilities (Paul201-module) — Everyone. You can change this under 1

Permissions, above. g
Nof

2. Here you can change the title and description created when you set
up the blog.

3. To add an image to the top of your blog, click on the Change Image
icon:

Image

0 11100
A

The recammended imane size 8 35206 picelz; vour image will automatically be rezcaled if it iz larger.

4. Locate and add the image you want at the top of your blog. For
example:

[rr——

Click and drag to select a thumbnail icon from this image.

R
..IJHH I'lfli

imagefpeg) 133=88, 4.4 KB

==,

dncs1.j|::g
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5. To change the blog colour scheme, click on the Choose Theme
option and then selection from the list of available colour schemes.

6. You can also click on the Preview button to check what they will
look like before you save any changes:

Bronze
Burgundy
Charcoal
Cherry
C Classic
Community Theme
Gold
5 Gray Slate
docs1.jpg (image/joi Gray Wired
Green
High Contrast
Lime
Furple
Theme Sky Blue

_ Slate Blue
) Default Theme Teal |

thumbnail icon fro

@ Choose Theme : Beige i+

Preview

Note: If you are not good with choosing colours, as a suggestion, Beige or
Slate Blue is a good basic choice, or Gray Wired or Lime if you want a more

contemporary colour scheme.

1. Click on the Save button.

Alerts (1)

Module blog Subscribe  Export
WVisitde fo: Demasstration madule: toals & fssilities (Paul201-

module) - Everyone

Plidin uis i kg 35 Sibcuis B reading yow a0 iegunied 15 85 a5ad ol the wiekly

seminas

There are no entries in this blog

¥ou can customize the appearance under Seffngs. above

Settings  Permissions Widgets

This blog is shared with: Demonstration madule: tools & facilities (Paul201-module) - Everyone. You can change this under Permissions, above

Adrmanistrator Poral Prant Help v

Assessment  Attachments Recycle

Tags

Ho tags

Calendar

s m &t w I s
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Add a new blog post

1. Click on the Add New Entry button:

Alens (1)

Module leg Subsenbe Export  Seltings Permissions  Widgets
Vizibie fo: Demorstration module: tools &
fncilisius (FautZii-module) — Every

Fluave Lo this bhog to Siscums the mading you are requried 1o do ahesd of the
wagaly seminar

There are no entries in this blog
‘You can customize the appearance undar Settings, above

This blog is shared with: Demonsiration medule: tools & facilities (Paul201-moedule) - Everyene. You can change this under
Pemissions, above

Admmistrator Poral Print Help »

Aszessmeant Attachments Racycls

CErTTT—]

Tags
Mo tags

Calendar

2. Add a title for the new blog post (it will default to today’s date) and

then click on the Continue button.
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This will open a new window where you can add your blog post message etc.

Path: p

Alerts (1)
Module blog Subscribe  Export  Settings  Permisg
Vizible fo: Demonstration module: tools &
facilities (Paul201-module) — Everyone.
Flease use this blog to discuss the reading you are requried to do ahead of the
weekly seminar,
= *
|— ' My first blog post
Paragraph = Fontfamily = Fontsize B I Uy | EEEE A-W-
@9 (T-RA % SIS EE T W YD
= 4D =EHIH | ! | =0 @ | Z

Here is some text for my first blog post..... |

As well as adding text to a blog post message, you have a range of

formatting options (similar to a word processor) and you can add images,
web links, documents and short video clips etc.

Change font colour,

L[ Project brief

Paragraph = Fontfamily ~ Fontsize = B
3 @ | VR x X |EE|EE
= L|ip=EHH

F

| T M

Add web links, documents, images etc. h Edit html code

page formatting etc.

J

IUxQ EETE AY-

A v 3

rsz:;Z
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3. If you writing a long message etc. make sure (especially if you are
working off campus) after a few minutes that you click on the Save
button - occasionally this pag4 will ‘time out’ if there is a problem
with your Internet connection etc. and you may lose what you have
written.

4. Click on the Save & Exit button to complete your blog post message.

FPath: p

. Campous Wiew Pages in High Contrast

5. To edit or delete a blog post click on the Edit or Delete links to the
top right of the blog post:

[ E weekly seminar.

My first blog post Edit | Delete
Posted by Midk Bunyan cn 12/22/2010 at 10:32 AM, GMT.
Tags: Mone (Edit)

Here is some text for my first blog post..___. Recent Entrie]
My first blog pi
Tags
- - Mo tags
ent tool menu item options
Vi C ts (0
iewer Comments (0) Calendar
De
s m t
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Set permissions for a blog

Blogs can be set with different permission levels for students to access, view
other posts, or add comment etc.

1. Click on t he Permissions link at the top of page:

Alerts (1) Administrator F

Module blog Subscribe  Export  Settings ~ Permissions  Widgets  Assessment
Visible to: Demonstraticn medule: tools &

facilities (Paul201-module) — Everyone.

Please use this blog to discuss the reading you are requried to do ahead of the

weekly seminar.

My first blog post Edit | Delete
Posted by Mick Bunyan on 12/22/2010 at 10:32 AM, GMT.
Tags: Mone (Edit)

Here is some text for my first blog post...._. Recer

My firg

Tags
Mo tag

Vi C ts (0
iewer Comments (0) Calen|

5

12

A0

By default, a blog will give automatic access to all students enrolled to the
module to have permission to view all messages and add new blog post
messages.

Page 10 of 23



Permissions

Ovmers Create a Custom Role

Viewears Authors

Viegwers can readthe blog, but cant participate. (Customize) Delete

The Viewers

Demanstration module: tools & facilities (Paul201-module)

Add Viewers

. Demonstration module: tools & facilities (F & B
Everyone
People
Courses

Groups

¥ r¥ryyywy

Organizations

(=) rvite & Persod vis Email

This parson will receive an email with & link fo bring them dirsctly io Module blog.

Viewers can access the blog and read posts etc. but cannot add new posts.
Authors can access, view and add new posts etc.

Owners can additionally control how the blog is set up etc. By default, all
module instructors will be owners and not any enrolled students.

Additional views or authors can be added to the blog:

The first option (module title) will enable you to add existing groups within
your module that you have already created - this is a useful option if you
want to create a blog for a specific seminar group etc. Use the VITAL group
tools to create a student group first - it should then be accessible from this
option.

Adding comments to blog posts

By default, each blog post will have a comment tool attached. Blog viewers
will be able to read comments, and blog authors will be able to read and
add comments.

Page 11 of 23



Module blog

Flesss use this blog to discuss the reading you are requried 1o do ahaad of the
weeldy seminar

My first blog post
Posted by Nick Bunyan on 12/22/2010 at 10:32 AM, GMT.
Tags: None

Here is some text for my first blog post.._..

Add a comment._.

M

T4
N

C4

1. Click on the Add a comment box to add a comment to the post. For
example:

Subject Great to read your post!

B— 4§ —
B—

B 7 U |9

Hi, Great to read your post in this blog!

Nick]

Cancel

2. Click on the Post button to add your comment.
3. Click on the Edit link a comment.
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‘] Great to read your post! Edit

o Made by Viv VitalStudent00 on 1272272010 at 11:54 AM, GMT
~ Hi, Great to read your post in this blog!
Nick

Reply

Add a comment

Note: only blog owners can delete comments - if you want your students to
be able to do this you need to give them owner permissions.

4. You can also reply to specific comments which will create a simple
threaded discussion. For example:

Ti®  Great to read your post!
.9'5'1 Made by Viv VitalStudent00 on 12/22/2010 at 11:54 AM, GMT.

A

Hi, Great to read your post in this blog!
Mick

Hide Replies | Reply

|ﬁ Re: Great to read your post!
L= =@ Msde by Victor VitaIStudent01 on 12/22/2010 at 11:59 AM, GT.

Hi Wiv,
Yes, you have made a very useful point....
Victor.

Hide Replies | Reply

P8 He: Re: Great to read your post!
Made by Victoria VitalStudentd2 on 12/22/2010 at 12:00 PM, GMT.

| agree!
Reply

Add a comment.__.

You can also set up the comment tool so for example, you can have private
owner only comments attached to a blog post. This facility can be used by
module staff for example to make private comments for a blog post that
students can read.

5. From the top of the blog click on the Widgets link:

Page 13 of 23



O 10 GUIOES. DIOgS ]

Alerts (1)

Module blog

ikl S&ThinaF

My first blog post

Fosted by Nigk Bunyan on 1272272010 st 10:32 AM, GMT

Tags: None (Edit)

Vigible to: Demonstration miodule: tools &

Administrator Pord

Subscribe Export Settings Permissions Widgets Assessment

facilities (Paul201-modula) = Everyons. Viv VitalStudant00.
Flease use this bieg 1o discuss the reading you are requried to deo ahead of the

Edit | Delete

6. Click on the Available tab:

Manage Widgets

In Use—‘ Ayailable

Tags

? Tags Widget

Taxon

Here you will find a range of ‘widgets’ which you can add to your blog.

7. Click on the Add button next to the Owner Discussion option:

Mythology T Use
Dhahne 4 rea

C Cras viverra massa id ne
Made by Willie O. Smith on 7527
Mam placerat sollicitudin qi
in risus convallis malesuad
cursus. Etiam id nibh in urr

lirtine mnllie alamantim |

G Cras viverra massa id ne
Made by Willie O. Smith on 7/27

N

Owner Discussion

Owners can take private notes (visible only to other Cwners.)

Viewer Comments

Everyone who can access the content item can comment.

This will add this comment widget to your blog:
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Delete

Comments Widget

Name  Owner Discussion

Permissions
Viewer Comments - Everyone who can access the content item can comment

Viewer Feedback - Viewers can leave private feedback for Authors (and Owners) to
read. Viewers can not see feedback left by others.

Author Discussion - Only Authors can comment. Use this to have a collaborative
discussion within the group of Authors.

@ Owner Discussion - Owners can take private notes (visible only to other Owners.)

Save

8. Click on the Finish button. The private owner only comment option is
now available:

My first blog post
Posted by Nicdk Bunyan on 12/22/2010 at 10:32 AM, GMT.
Tags: Mone (Edit)

Here is some text for my first blog post......

Viewer Comments (1) Cwner Discussion (0}

Receiving alerts from new blog posts

Any user enrolled to a blog can receive alerts when new blog posts and new
comments have been added by other users. Alert are available in 2 forms -

email or RSS alerts.

Email alerts

1. To receive email alerts click on the Subscribe link at the top of blog
page:
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Module blog Subscribe Export Settings Permissions
Vizible fo: Demonstration medule: tocls &

facilities {Paul201-module) — Everyone, Viv WitalStudentD0.

Please use this blog to discuss the reading you are requried to do shead of the
weekly seminar.

My first blog post
Posted by Mick Bunyan on 12/22/2010 at 10:32 AM, GMT.
Tags: Mone (Edit)

Here is some text for my first blog post......

This will open the following page - select the email alert option and click
Save:

Alerts (1)

Module blog Subscribe  Export  Settings  Permissions
Vigible fo: Demonstration module: tools & facilities (Paul201-
module) — Everyone, Viv VitalStudent00.

Please use this blog to discuss the reading you are requried to do ahead of the weekly
SMIiNaT,

Subscriptions

Email Notifications
v Reczive periodic emails summarizing the |atest activity

This will send an email alert to your university email account.

RSS alerts

To use RSS alerts (you can receive automatic updates to new posts in RSS
readers such as Google Reader etc.) you first need to set permissions so that
anyone in the world can view the blog.

An RSS link will appear at the top of the blog page:
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Module blﬂg Subscribe  Export  Settin

Vizible fo: Everyone in the i,

FPlease use this blog to discuss the reading you are reguried to do ahead of the
weekly seminar.

December 22, 2010

Posted by Micdk Bunyan on 12/22/2010 at 3:03 PM, GMT.
Tags: Topic1, Topic2. (Edit)

ﬂShErE I nn-'i E

2. Click on the RSS icon.

3. Select the Live Bookmarks drop-down menu which RSS service you
want to link to:

ii Subscribe to this feed using Ej Live Bookmarks v

["] Always use Live Bookmark bl Live Bookmarks
I~ Microsoft Office Outlook
[l Choose Application...

2 Google
&! My Yahoo!

Module blog

Please use this blog to discuss the reading you are requried to do ahead of the w

4. Click on the Subscribe Now button and follow the onscreen
instructions to link to your preferred RSS reader service.

Sharing blog posts with other social networking software

Adding this widget lets any blog post to be shared with other social
networking software such as Twitter, Facebook, Delicious etc.

1. Click on the Widgets link at the top of the page.

2. Click on the Available tab.
3. Select the AddThis widget by clicking on the Add button:
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Bookmark & Share AddThis

= Digg Favorites Enables viewers to shar

..'{: Google E Twitter to everyone in the world

“ Facebook Email

4. Click on the Finish button.
With each blog post you will now see a series of icons:

December 22, 2010

Paosted by Nick Bunyan on 12/22/2010 at 3:03 PM, GMT.
Tags: Topic1, ToepicZ.  (Edit)

‘ Share | n.—'i' ]

Can | tag this post?

Click on the appropriate icon or the Share icon for a full list of social
networking software. You will be prompted to login etc. before you can
share your post.

Tagging blog posts

Blog posts can be tagged so anyone accessing the blog can access posts on
specific topics etc.

1. To enable tagging, click on the Widgets link at the top of the page.
2. Then select the Available tab.
3. Scroll down and select the Author Tags option and the Add button:

Tags Author Tags
p=imos, Mars, Moons, Only Authors can read and apply tags.
Mytholegy, Phobes, Planet, Planets,
starms, Wind.
View cloud

4. Select the ‘Tags - Authors can read and apply tags and Viewers can
read them’ if you want anyone with access to the blog to view and
search for posts by tags:
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Tags Widget Delete

Name  Author Tags
Taxonomy

Permissions Author Tags - Only Authors can read and apply tags.

@ Tags - Authors can read and apply tags and Viewers can read them

5. Click on the Save button and the Finish button.
To add a tag to a blog post

6. Add a new post and save. Just below the blog title click on the Edit
link and add text to tag the post - you can add multiple tags using a
comma to separate each tag. For example this blog post has been
tagged with tags ‘Topic 1’ & ‘Topic 2.’

December 22, 2010

FosTEed DY MICK Bunyan on s 110 at 3:03 PM, GMT.
Tags: Tepic1, Topic2. (Edit)

Can | tag this post?

7. Tags are listed from the side menu - click on a tag to list all blog
posts with the same tag. For example:
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Recent Entries

December 22, 2010 39 seconds
ago

December 22, 2010 3 minutes ago

December 22, 2010 11 minutes
ago

December 22, 2010 15 minutes
ago

My first blog post 4 howrs ago 1

Edit | Delete

Tags

Topic 1, Topic 2.
Wiew cloud

Calendar

2 3 4
5 6 7 88 9% 10 M
4% 49 44 4 4p  A4F 40

Add interactive widgets

You can set up blog posts to include voting and rating widgets.

1. From the top of the blog page click on the Widgets link.

2. Click on the Available tab.

3. Scroll down the list of widgets and add either the Viewer Voting or
Viewer Ratings widgets by clicking on the Add buttons:

Viewer Voting

Vote for this ‘ Viewers can vote on content and view the vote count.

Viewer Ratings

Rated: (1 rating)

. Viewers can rate content and view the aggregate rating.
My Rating: i 9= :

4. Click on the Finish button.
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All blog post will now have a voting and rating widget for all viewers to use:

December 22, 2010 Edit | Delete
Posted by Nick Bunyan on 122272010 at 2:03 PM, GMT.
Tags: Topic 1, Topicd. (Edit)

Bshee | IES &
Rated: (1 rating)
My Rating: Wi -

Ranked: 1 (1 vote)

Can | tag this post?
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Assessing student contributions to a blog

1. To assess a student contribution to a blog, click on the Assessment
link at the top of the blog page:

YT tow to guides: blogs | Mo<dule biog 2

Aledts (1) Ardrmrairaine Progal Prant Help »

Module blog 2 [EfEE Subsciibe  Expot  Seftings  Permissions  Widgets  Assessment  Altachments  Recycle

0000 viie 1 Damorssnson mocun oo & tecsses P

% § module)- Evaryons
4 1213
Edit | Dolete | History

January 12, 2011
Poited by Viv VitaiStudentd0 64 1122011 41 348 PAL GUIT [ '] @

Tags Mone [Edi

This page will list overall statistics for the blog and list all the users that
have contributed. For example:

D Activity Summary for Module blog 2

Total Entries 1
Total Views 4

Total Comments 0

Total Comments. Total Views
o 2

Participant « Last View of Blog Total Entrias Created

Viv VitaStudenti0 22011 3:51 PM 1

2. To grade a specific student, highlight their name from the list and
click on the Evaluate Participant option. For example:

9 Activity Summary for Module blog 2

Total Entries 1
Total Views 4

Total Comments 0

™ Evaluate Participant

Participant = Last View of Blog

Wiv VitalStudent00 11202011 3:51 PM

|
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This will open a page which will list all the blog posts entries and comments
that have been added by that user.

3. To grade and send feedback to the user, click on the Edit link:

@ Activity Summary for Viv VitalStudent00 in Module blog 2

Total Entries 1  Grade Feedback to User Grading Notes
Total Views 2

Total Comments 0

Add feedback information or grade you want to return to the student.
4. Click on the Submit button to complete the process.

Note: grades and feedback are also accessible through the module Grade
Centre tool.
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