Jonson Reading List
Primary Reading:

The standard edition is C. H. Herford and Evelyn Simpson, eds, The Works of Ben Jonson, 11 vols. Oxford: 1925-52, although your core texts (Volpone, The Alchemist, Bartholomew Fair) can be found in Five Plays, ed. G.A. Wilkes (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1981)

For other plays and masques, see:

The Complete Masques, ed. Stephen Orgel (New Haven, 1969)

Ben Jonson, ed. Ian Donaldson, The Oxford Authors (Oxford, 1985)

Ben Jonson’s Plays and Masques, ed. Richard Harp (New York: Norton 2001)

Also, look at some contemporary plays in anthologies such as:
Tucker Brooke, C. F. and N. B. Paradise, eds., English Drama 1580-1624 (Lexington, 1933, 1961)
Salgado, Gamini, ed., Four Jacobean City Comedies (Harmondsworth, 1975)

Dutton, Richard, ed. Jacobean Civic Pageants (Keele, 1995)

Secondary reading: As with most canonical writers, there is a lot of critical material on Jonson, and it is easy to be drawn away from the primary texts themselves. Use this shortlist and to browse the Library catalogues, but only after you have read some of the plays!
Astington, John H., English Court Theatre, 1558–1642 (Cambridge, 1999)

Barish, Jonas A., “The Double Plot in Volpone,” in Harold Bloom, ed., Ben Jonson: Modern Critical Views (1987), pp. 9-22. Also: Ben Jonson and the Language of Prose Comedy (Cambridge, 1960)

Barton, Anne, Ben Jonson, Dramatist (1984)

Bentley, Gerald Eades, The Profession of Dramatist in Shakespeare’s Time, 1590-1642 (Princeton, 1971)

Bloom, Harold, (ed.) Ben Jonson: Modern Critical Views (1987)
Briggs, Julia, This stage-play world - texts and contexts, 1580-1625 (Oxford University Press, 1997). See especially Chapter 2, ‘Order and Society’
Butler, Martin, ed., Re-Presenting Ben Jonson:  Text, Performance, History (1999)

Cartwright, Kent, Theatre and Humanism (Cambridge, 1999)

Cave, Richard Allen, Ben Jonson (1991) 

Cave, Richard et.al., Ben Jonson and Theatre: performance, practice and theory (1999) 

Dutton, Richard Ben Jonson: Authority, Criticism (1996) 

Dutton, Richard ed., Ben Jonson – Longman Critical Reader (2000) 

Evans, Robert C., Ben Jonson and the Poetics of Patronage (1989)

Gibbons, Brian, Jacobean city comedy 2nd ed. (Methuen, 1980): Chapter 6 

Goldberg, Jonathan, James I and the Politics of Literature (1993) 

Greene, Thomas, 'Ben Jonson and the Centred Self', in Harold Bloom (ed.) Ben Jonson: Modern Critical Views (1987), pp. 89-110 

Harp, Richard and Stanley Stewart, eds., The Cambridge Companion to Ben Jonson (Cambridge, 2000)
Haynes, Jonathan. The Social Relations of Jonson’s Theatre (1992). 

Helgerson, Richard, Self-Crowned Laureates: Spenser, Jonson, Milton and the Literary System (1983).

Hinchcliffe Arnold P. Volpone: Text and Performance (1985) 

Jackson, Gabriele Bernhard, Vision and Judgment in Ben Jonson’s Drama (1968) 

Jensen, Ejner, Ben Jonson’s Comedies on the Modern Stage (1985) 

Knights, L.C., Drama and Society in the Age of Jonson (1977) 

Leggatt, Alexander, Ben Jonson: His Vision and His Art (1981) 

Leggatt, Alexander, Jacobean Public Theatre (1992) 

Riggs, David, Ben Jonson: a life (1989) 

Salingar, Leo, 'Comic Form in Ben Jonson: Volpone and the philosopher's stone', in Dramatic Form in Shakespeare and the Jacobeans (1986), pp.153-174 

Salingar, Leo, Dramatic Form in Shakespeare and the Jacobeans (Cambridge, 1986)

Watson, Robert, Ben Jonson’s Parodic Strategy: Literary Imperialism in the Comedies (1987) 

Womack, Peter, Ben Jonson (Blackwell, 1986) 

