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(1964–2021)

AN OBITUARY

The Vienna University of Technology, the Faculty of Mathematics and Geoin-
formation and the Institute of Discrete Mathematics and Geometry mourn the
death of ao. Univ.-Prof. Reinhard Winkler. We are deeply saddened to announce
that Reinhard Winkler passed away on October 13, 2021.

Reinhard Winkler was born on July 5, 1964 in Vienna, where he also attended
the grammar school BGRG 8 in Albertgasse. He studied Technical Mathematics
at the Vienna University of Technology, besides Mathematical Logic, Philosophy
and Musicology at the University of Vienna.

He completed his PhD in 1988 with the thesis “Analytische und algebraische
Beiträge zur Theorie der Gleichverteilung” (Analytical and Algebraic Contribu-
tions to the Theory of Equal Distribution) under Prof. Robert Tichy, followed
by his habilitation in 1994. Until 2003 he was a half-time employee at both the
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Academy of Sciences and the Vienna University of Technology, and from 2003
a full-time employee as ao.Univ.Prof. at the Institute for Discrete Mathematics
and Geometry at the Vienna University of Technology.

His scientific opus touches several areas of mathematics, including number
theory, algebra and topology; among others, he led a subproject in the “National
Research Network Analytic Combinatorics and Probabilistic Number Theory”
of the FWF. In 2000 he was awarded the “Edmund and Rosa Hlawka Prize
of the Austrian Academy of Sciences”.

Reinhard Winkler was an extremely dedicated university teacher, who was
particularly concerned with the basic mathematical education of both engineers
and teacher candidates. In addition to his teaching activities, he regularly parti-
cipated actively in the didactics days for mathematics teachers, wrote numerous
didactic publications in which he emphasized the interrelation of different areas
of mathematics, and was a member of the Didactics Commission of the Austrian
Mathematical Society.

In addition, the popularization of mathematics was a major concern of his.
He was active in math.space for many years and was one of the founders
of TUForMath (Forum Mathematik der TU Wien).

Reinhard Winkler was passionate about classical music and was an accom-
plished piano player. He was a versatile conversationalist, whether it was about
art, literature, politics, philosophy, ethics, psychology or, of course, mathematics.
His many friends and acquaintances appreciated him as a kind and empathetic
person.

We will miss him very much.

Our special sympathy goes to his life person Eva and his family.

The funeral took place on Thursday, November 4, 2021 at Neustift Cemetery
in Vienna.

Martin Goldstern and Michael Drmota
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ÖMG 51 (2018), 97–111.

[74] Winkler, R.: Abstraktion in Mathematik und Mathematikunterricht.

Schriftenreihe zur Didaktik der Mathematik der Österreichischen Mathema-
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