
Hem Raj Sharma BNAC 14th Nepal Study Days 14-15th April 2016, LJMU, Liverpool

Hem Raj Sharma

Non-Resident Nepali Association (NRNA), Kathmandu, Nepal 

The University of Liverpool

Impact of Nepalese Diaspora on Socio-
Economic Development of Nepal

BNAC 14th Nepal Study Days 

14-15th April 2016, LJMU, Liverpool



Hem Raj Sharma BNAC 14th Nepal Study Days 14-15th April 2016, LJMU, Liverpool

• Demography of Nepali Diaspora

• NRNA, the Global Network of the Diaspora

• Objectives of NRNA

• Government Policies for NRNs

• Contribution to Economic and Social Sectors

• Challenges and Opportunities

Outline
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• ~ 5 millions Nepali in over 110 countries (outside South Asia)

• ~ 5 millions in India alone 

• ~  40% of total population of Nepal is outside Nepal

• ~ 3.8 millions labour permits issued 

• ~ 3/4  in foreign employment (middle east and Malaysia)

Nepali Around the Globe
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History of Labor Migration

• Labour migration history of more than 

300 years (period of unification of 

Nepal)

• British Gurkha recruitment 200 year ago

• Outflow to India because of open border    

• Restoration of democracy in 1990

• Maoist insurgency (1996-2006)

• Political unrest (2006- now)

• Search of better opportunities for

Nepali 

• US Diversity Visa (DV) lottery  

Labour Migration for Employment, A Status Report for Nepal: 

2013/2014, GON
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Non-Resident Nepali Association (NRNA)

 NRNA is an association committed to create a global network of Nepali

and streamline their energy and resources so as to make the Diaspora a

catalyst of economic and social transformation of the motherland.

The milestone meeting for the establishment of the NRNA

• Held in London on 31st August 2003

• Hosted by Yeti Nepali Association

• Attendees

Belarus: Dr Upendra Mahato

Moscow: Bhim Udas & Jiba Lamichhane

Australia: Deepak Khadka,

Canada: Kunjar Sharma

Germany: Ram Thapa,

USA: Mr and Mrs Raja Upadhyaya

UK: Dr Raghav Dhital, Chiranjibi Dhakal, Hari Bivor Karki, Nima

Lama, Bal Mukunda Joshi, Dhurba KC, Mahanta Shrestha,

& Madhav Lal Shrestha

 Formally established on 11th October 2003 in Kathmandu
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NRNA: Objectives

 Networking 

 Protect the rights and interest of NRNs

• Dual citizenship/identity of second generation NRNs

• Foreign employment

• Voting rights

 Investment 

 Knowledge share/transfer

- Open university of Nepal

- Nepal science foundation 

- Nepal library foundation 

 Philanthropy

 Nepal promotion
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Networking: National Chapters

National Coordination Councils in 73
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Networking: National Chapters
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2003 Promised to announce NRN Law 

2005: NRN ordinance

2006 July: Policy statement on NRNs in the budget 

2007 May: Revision in Foreign employment act 

2007 June: Foreign Ministry to oversee NRN affairs

2007 August: NRN bill endorsed by the interim parliament

2008: NRNA  president nominated in a government’s 

committee for ‘Economic diplomacy’ 

2009 March: NRN bylaw (NIYAMAWALI) (approved by the 

council of ministers under  preparation)

2009 March: NRNA president included in the PM’s official 

visit to Europe

2011 July: Budget speech, encourage NRS for investment 

in generating 100 MW power project

2013 October: NRNA registered in Nepal

Government Policies
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2015: NRNA president appointed special envoy for 

National Reconstruction Fund

Provision of Non-resident Nepali Citizenship in

new constitution of Nepal 

14. Non-residential citizenship may be conferred: The person

who has acquired citizenship of a foreign country and residing in a

country other than the country which is a member of the South

Asian Association of Regional Cooperation (SAARC) and who or

whose father or mother, grandfather or grandmother was a citizen

of Nepal by descent or birth and later on has acquired citizenship

of the foreign country, may be conferred with the non-residential

citizenship of Nepal entitling him/her to the economic, social and

cultural rights as provided for in a federal law.

Government Policies
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Investment

• Estimated NRs 50 billions investment 

on hydropower, finance, 

communication, tourism, agriculture, 
health and education

• Collective investment of NRs 1 billion 

on Dordikhola hydropower, Lamjung

(800 promotors from 35 countries)

• NRs 7 billions investment to open a 

new 5 stars hotel by NRNA president 

Shesh Ghale

• Multi-millions investment on an 

international quality hospital by 

founding president of NRNA, Dr.
Mahato
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Remittance

21.2%

19.4%
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Philanthropy

• NRs 1.5 billions through the network

• NRs 320 millions for earthquake victims 

• NRs 2 billions contribution through the trusts established by NRNA 

presidents (MIT foundation and Phulkumari Mahato Trust)

NRN UK initiative: old age home
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Charity: Earthquake Relief 
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Knowledge Transfer
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Nepal Promotion
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Young but Vibrant Diaspora
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Social integration:

Cultural conflict, lack of confidence, unwillingness to change,

segregation, but improving stage: participation in local politics

Second generation NRNs:

Emotional attachment, feeling of identity loss, use of their knowledge for

Nepal

Non-resident Nepali Citizenship:

Provision of Non-resident Nepali citizenship but can we retain normal

Nepali passport?

Foreign employment:

High expectation from NRNA, NRNA has limitation, should provide

realistic promises

Absence of youth:

Can a nation be built with absence of so many youth? What is the long

term impact of younth not being educated?

57

Challenges: Expectation from Diaspora
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Investment:

• Country’s only expectation

• Only few individual capable of contributing as most NRNs are first

generation (unlike other south Asian Diaspora)

• Need of collective investment (Began but need more project)

Charity:

NRNA has contributed to various charity projects in Nepal (but many of

these were from sole contribution of Upendra Mahato or Shesh Ghale,

collective contribution needed).

Knowledge and skill transfer/share:

• High potential but difficult to materialize, Open University: starting point

• Migrant workers will bring excellent skills to Nepal

58

Challenges: Expectation from Diaspora
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Thank You


