XENOPHON: ETHICAL PRINCIPLE AND HISTORICAL ENQUIRY 

Liverpool 8-11 July 2009

A British Academy sponsored conference devoted to the works of Xenophon will be held at the University of Liverpool’s Carnatic conference site on 8-11 July 2009.   

A decade ago the World of Xenophon conference – selected proceedings of which were published in C.J.Tuplin, Xenophon and his World (Stuttgart 2004) – sought to capitalize upon what was already then a notable resurgence of sympathetic interest in an author whose reputation among scholars had declined considerably during the twentieth century. The opening years of the new millennium have seen a continuation of this trend and a growth in the number of serious students of classical Greek historiographical and intellectual culture for whom Xenophon is a figure of central interest. This seems an appropriate moment to take stock again.  

Recent conferences elsewhere have concentrated attention on particular aspects of Xenophon’s output. The Liverpool gathering, like its predecessor, will embrace papers on all parts of his extensive and diverse oeuvre. This is done in the belief that intensive face-to-face discussion of numerous individual studies of ethical, political, economic, literary, ethnographic, historical and historiographical issues is the best way to identify and articulate the cross-oeuvre connections and consistencies that are needed to crystallize a more accurate picture of Xenophon’s mind-set and its significance for historians of classical Greece. 

A crucial feature of the conference’s methodology is that all papers will be pre-circulated and the formal sessions entirely devoted to discussion, maximizing the academic value of the gathering and allowing us to include new research from a very large number of scholars.  The provisional programme contains material on all parts of the Xenophontic corpus  and includes contributions from well over 50 scholars based in the United Kingdom, Ireland, France, Germany, Belgium, the Netherlands, Spain, Italy, Greece, Poland, Israel, Russia, Canada, the United States and New Zealand. 

Booking

Formal registration and booking of accommodation has now opened and circulation of papers to those who have registered begins in early June.   For where to send Booking forms please see page 2 of the booking form that can be downloaded:
http://pcwww.liv.ac.uk/~gjoliver/Xenophon2009/Xenophon2009Bookingform
Payment

Because of procedural difficulties put in our way by the University of Liverpool Finance Office – under pressure as they are from government-imposed regulations about the accounting of money passing through public institutions – we are not in a position to collect advance payments in non-sterling currencies or by credit card.  We are not, therefore, collecting any advance payments.  Payment should be made when you arrive in Liverpool and register formally on 8 July.   Credit card facilities will be available then.

Extra nights
If your itinerary means that you need to stay in Liverpool on nights other than 8, 9 and 10 July, please let us have precise details, so that we can arrange appropriate accommodation.
Travelling to Liverpool and the Carnatic Conference Site

All travel details to Liverpool and the Conference venue can be found at http://www.liv.ac.uk/maps/index.htm
We shall be very happy to answer any other queries as best we can.
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