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•  Overview of school seismology 
•  What we do at the moment 
•  What we would like to be able to do 
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Aims of School Seismology Project 
•  To make science more interesting for students 
•  To improve the participation rates in physical sciences 
•  To influence curriculum development in the UK and 

promote the inclusion of seismology and geoscience 
topics into the science and geography syllabus.  

•  To raise awareness of geoscience as a scientific 
discipline for pre-university students. 
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What is the School Seismology 
Project? 

•  Classroom experiments with 
earthquakes and seismology 
as a unifying theme 

•  A school based seismometer 
system that is simple, 
understandable and capable 
of detecting earthquakes from 
the other side of the world 
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What can seismology do for schools? 

•  Make lessons exciting and interesting 
•  Create links between experiments and the real world 
•  Run a 24/7 experiment that lasts for more than the 

standard 40 minute one 
•  Improve participation in science 
•  Obtain positive press coverage 
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Status of Project  September 2009 
•  Approximately 400 schools in UK and Ireland have 

school seismometers (~300 in the USA) 
•  Science geology and  geography teachers involved 
•  Roll out to ~ 150 schools in 2009 
•  Website databases linked with IRIS schools network and 

Irish schools network 
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Find a suitable location…… 
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2008/02/20 08:08:30.5 FARM 7.4 2.77 95.96 26.00 OFF W COAST OF NORTHERN SUMATERA 

 2008/02/20 18:27:06.0 FARM 6.1 36.29 21.78 9.90 SOUTHERN GREECE  
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School seismology and rapidseis 

•  Installing new software in schools is a barrier to 
uptake 

•  data visualisation ..frequency filtering.. spectrum 
analysis.. P-S travel time analysis..  P arrival time 
picking  

•  Scalability…application on a website (SG2K) vs 
portal hosted software ?? 

•  400 schools =400 teachers but 10,000 students ! 
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NERA NA10 

•  Link school seismology projects in UK, Fr, Ch It, Ir 
USA 

•  Share event data using webservices  
•  Develop web accessible data visualisation and 

analysis tools (develop SeisGram2K) 


