Tool-kits for the sustainable management of Ghana’s riverine biodiversity
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Indicator 4:

Percentage of bank length (500m section) on both sides still occupied by natural or 

semi-natural vegetation

Rationale 

Riparian vegetation serves several important ecosystem functions:

· Acts as a buffer zone, reducing nutrient delivery to the river. It also traps sediment and associated nutrients and pollutants and thus prevents or reduces their delivery to the river. 

· Reduces bank erosion.

· Improves instream habitat through the addition of Large Woody Debris in naturally forested catchments.

· Provides flood plain habitat during floods.

· Increases channel roughness during floods, which reduces downstream flood peaks.

· Provides a source of coarse and fine particulate organic matter to streams, thus providing an energy input to the food chain.

· Shades the river, which can be important for temperature regulation of the water in small streams.

Measurement and Sources of Data

A 500m length of the stream above the site being assessed should be walked and a visual estimate made of the percentage of the bank length with intact natural or semi-natural vegetation. 
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